
W E L C O M E TO A UD ITIO N S FO R
FH T Y ou thTheater

We’re delighted that you’ve decided to audition for this production. Fountain Hills
Youth Theater is very proud of the quality of our productions and we are looking forward
to another success with this show. The purpose of this letter is to avoid confusion and let
you know what will be happening today as well as what will be expected of you. If you
are a first time auditioner, a word of advice: Relax.D on’tpanic.H ave fu n.We have
all been at a first audition and we are on your side.

First, please fill out your audition form and attach a headshot and resume if you have
them. Above all, be honest and truthful in listing your conflicts! It is easier to re-write
the schedule now than to surprise us with a string of conflicts later on. If you would like
to volunteer to assist on a crew, please let us know that as well then turn in the form to
one of the theater’s volunteers and have a seat.

To begin with, the Director will introduce themselves and give you some information on
what is expected for the show. They will then begin calling you up one at a time and ask
you some simple and perhaps silly questions. Just relax, be yourself and answer honestly
and with energy. Then you will be asked to present either your monologue or your song
(be certain your presentations are appropriate for young ears!) Please keep your
monologue under 2 minutes in length and your song between 16-32 bars. Please be sure
that your sheet music is marked with a starting and stopping point for the music director.
You may consult with the music director briefly on your sheet music.

After this portion of the audition is complete, the Director will then have you join the
choreographer in small groups and ask you to do a simple combination. Remember, the
key to this is to have fun and commit to whatever it is you decide to do. People with
heads drooped, hands in pockets and mumbling may be all the rage at the mall, but unless
it is called for in the script or by the director, they have no place on stage.

You will be contacted on the evening of the final rehearsal if there are to be callbacks. At
callbacks, you may be asked to read scenes from the script and you will sing from the
show’s score. Remember, not everyone needs to be seen at callbacks, and not being
called does not necessarily mean you have not been cast.
If you are offered a part, please understand that by accepting the role, you are making
a serious commitment to the FHT Youth Theater and your fellow cast members. You
must be on time to rehearsals and performances, observe deadlines, and assist in
making this production successful and fun both on stage and off.

If, however, you have not heard from the theater within 72 hours after final auditions and
callbacks, you have not been cast. If you are not cast, please do not take it personally. It is
not a reflection upon you or your talents. You may simply have been the wrong type, age,
range, etc. Chalk it up to experience (or the lack of intelligence, taste or just plain
stupidity on the director’s part) and be gracious and try again for the next one! We’re
looking forward to working with you. Break a leg!



AUDITION DETAILS FOR  
“THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE” 

 
 

 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is spelled W-O-N-D-E-R-F-U-L and follows six 
awkward adolescents through their daunting and hilarious championship quest. As they 
navigate the tournament’s pressures, the eccentric coterie finds a new sense of belonging.  
Along the way, they learn that there is more to life than winning a trophy. 
  

Auditioners should prepare: 
- 16 bars of an upbeat song or ballad that best shows off their voice 
- Bring sheet music in appropriate key or edited karaoke track in proper key  
      and queued to desired start 
- 1-2 minute monologue 
- Dress to move for dance audition 
- Headshot and resume if available 
- List of possible rehearsal conflicts 
 

Casting: 
Chip Tolentino 
An athletic, social, boy scout and champion of the Twenty-Fourth Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, he returns to defend his title, but he finds puberty hitting at an inopportune 
moment. 
Logainne Schwartzandgrubeniere (Schwartzy) 
Logainne is the youngest and most politically aware speller, often making comments about 
current political figures. She is driven by internal and external pressure, but above all by a 
desire to win to make her two fathers proud. She is somewhat of a neat freak, speaks with a 
lisp, and will be back next year. 
Leaf Coneybear 
The second runner-up in his district, Leaf gets into the competition on a lark and finds 
everything about the bee incredibly amusing. He is home-schooled and comes from a large 
family of former hippies. He has severe Attention Deficit Disorder and spells words correctly 
while in a trance. 
William Barfee 
A Putnam County Spelling Bee finalist last year, he was eliminated because of an allergic 
reaction to peanuts and is back for vindication. His famous "Magic Foot" method of spelling has 
boosted him to spelling glory, even though he only has one working nostril and a touchy, 
bullying personality. He develops a crush on Olive. 
Marcy Park 
The ultimate over-achiever, Marcy has never been given another option. She comes from a 
family where excellence is expected and so simply produced. A parochial school student, she 
assumes God, too, expects perfection. She sees herself as a mass of problems but she keeps 
them to herself. Having moved often because of her parents' work, she knows she can beat the 
local competition. Her many talents include piano, dance, martial arts, baton twirling, and/or 
whatever special gifts you can find in your casting pool. 



Olive Ostrovsky 
A young newcomer to competitive spelling. Her mother is in an ashram in India, and her father 
is working late, as usual, but he is trying to come sometime during the bee. Having found 
comfort in its words and vastness, Olive made friends with her dictionary at a very young age, 
helping her to make it to the competition. She starts enormously shy, and shyly blossoms. 
Rona Lisa Peretti 
The number-one realtor in Putnam County, a former Putnam County Spelling Bee Champion 
herself, and the returning moderator. She is a sweet woman who loves children, but she can be 
very stern when it comes to dealing with Vice Principal Panch and his feelings for her. Her 
interest in the competition is unflagging and drives it forward. 
Douglas Panch 
The Vice Principle. Frustrated with his life, he finds the drive of the young spellers alien to him. 
After five years' absence from the Bee, Panch returns as judge. There was an "incident" at the 
Twentieth Annual Bee, but he claims to be in "a better place" now, thanks to a high-fiber diet 
and Jungian analysis. He is infatuated with Rona Lisa Peretti, but she does not return his 
affections. 
Mitch Mahoney 
The Official Comfort Counselor. An ex-convict, Mitch is performing his community service with 
the Bee, and hands out juice boxes to losing students. He has no idea how to offer comfort, 
but does find himself wishing he could find a way to make the kids feel better. 
Carl Dad 
Schwarzy's main trainer, the more intense and competitive of Schwarzy's fathers.  
Dan Dad 
The more laid back and ineffectual of Schwarzy's fathers.  
Jesus Christ 
Deity invoked by a speller in need.  
Leaf’s Mom, Dad, and Siblings 
All more academically gifted than Leaf, they are even more surprised than he is by his success.  
Olive's Dad 
A fantasy version of Olive's dad coming to the bee from work.. 
Olive's Mom 
A fantasy version of Olive's mom at her Ashram in India.  
 



Rehearsal Schedule 
A tentative rehearsal schedule is not yet available for this show. A 
calendar schedule will be available in the lobby on the day of auditions. 

On your audition sheets, please mark down any conflicts your child 
might have between the dates of December 15th and the closing 
performance day on March 3rd. Please note there is a tentatively 
scheduled School Day performance on February 21st. There will be no 
rehearsals scheduled December 23rd through January 2nd.  

Rehearsals are typically run Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 6pm to 
9pm, Saturdays 10am to 3pm, and Sundays 12pm to ‐3pm. Monday 
evenings will always be listed as TBD and will be called if extra rehearsals 
are necessary. Be sure to mark down conflicts for these days as well. 
Please be aware that we appreciate 100% participation for tech week 
February 9th – 15th and all performance dates.  
 

Production Fees 
If cast, your child will be receiving over 110 hours of professional 
direction from trained, industry professionals. Please be aware that if 
your child is cast in this show, there is a production fee of $50.00 per 
participant (t‐shirt provided). Parents are also required to volunteer for 
10 hours (or opt out fee $100) and donate concession items (2 cases of 
16.9 oz bottled water, 1 case soda, 1‐30 count box of candy‐‐or opt out 
fee $30) Scholarships and additional volunteer options available. NO 
ONE will be denied participation based on ability to pay. Fountain Hills 
Theater is a 501(c)(3) organization. All gifts are tax deductible. The 
Theater is 100% funded by ticket sales and donations. Ticket sales alone 
do not cover operating expenses. For more information about donating 
or volunteering, please call 480.837.9661 x3 or read here.  



Audition Form

NAME:___________________________________________________________________________

PARENT’S NAME(s):______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________

CITY:____________________________STATE:_________________ZIP:__________________

HOME PHONE:_____________________PARENT’S CELL PHONE:____________________

CHILD’S CELL PHONE:___________________CHILD’S E-MAIL:______________________

PARENT’S EMAIL(s):_____________________________ _______________________________

AGE:_______DOB(Month/Day/Year)________ HEIGHT_________ WEIGHT________

I AM INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING ROLES:____________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

VOCAL RANGE: SOPRANO_____MEZZO_____ ALTO____TENOR_____ BARITONE_____ BASS_____

THEATRICAL EXPERIENCE (RESUME ATTACHED_____)
PRODUCTION ROLE THEATER
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

(PARENTS AND AUDITIONERS!) I would like to help with:
Costumes: ___ Props: ___ Set Construction: ___ Painting:___ Lights: __ Sound: ___
Sound/Projection Design:___ Publicity: ___ Fund Raising: ___ Make-up: ___ Stage Crew: ___
Also add me to your volunteer database for the above choices: ___

CONFLICTS: List any conflicts you have with the rehearsal schedule.
_________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

I understand that by accepting a part in an FHT Youth Production, I am making a commitment to be on
time to all scheduled rehearsals and performances, including any tentatively scheduled performances
and School Day performances. I understand that FHYT does not understudy or double cast, and that
School Day performances will require a day off from school.

SIGNED:__________________________________________________ Date:________________

**Parents: Please be aware that if your child is cast in this show, there is a production fee of $50.00 per
participant (t-shirt provided). Parents are also required to volunteer for 10 hours (or opt out fee $100) and
donate concession items (2 cases of 16.9 oz bottled water, 1 case soda, 1-30 count box of candy--or opt out fee
$30) Scholarships and additional volunteer options available. NO ONE will be denied participation based on
ability to pay.

Parent signature:_____________________________________________Date:_______________



FHT YOUTH THEATER AUDITION TIPS

So you want to audition? Here are a few tips to help make that process a little easier for you and for us!

If you received an audition notice, it probably said 5:45PM. This is to give you time to do a final check of
the rehearsal schedule and make sure your audition sheet is complete and accurate. If you heard about
the auditions from a friend who says auditions are at 6PM, bear in mind that arriving on the hour does not
allow us to start on time. Try to be at the theater 10 to 15 minutes early so that you have plenty of time to
get everything done.

Fill out your audition form as neatly and accurately as possible, especially phone numbers and emails for
both parents and auditioners! We use email and phone to keep in touch, so we like to have that
information already available when we are making out the cast and crew list. If we cannot read your form,
we cannot call you! And we know you are hoping for that call!

Dress comfortably, but neatly. No short shorts, mini-skirts, revealing shirts, high-heeled shoes, sandals,
flip-flops, or overly baggy clothing. We are not looking at your fashion sense, so make sure you are
comfortable, put together, and able to move freely if there is a dance audition. You will not be able to
dance in flip-flops and we do not allow you to be barefoot on the stage. If you have dance shoes you may
bring them along. It can be just as hard to show off your footwork ability in big heavy running shoes as in
flip-flops.

No Gum! That is a big theater no-no! You should also not arrive bearing fast food or sodas. Bottled water
is fine, but we do not allow that food or soda in the theater, so it is best to leave that for later or take care
of it before you enter the lobby!

Make sure you are truthful about conflicts. We understand that everyone has a few conflicts from time to
time, but it is important that you are available for most rehearsals and available for scheduled stumble-
through, run-through and technical/dress rehearsals as well as every single performance. We do not
double cast or understudy, so we are depending on you. If you realize that you will not be able to do the
show, you are still welcome to audition. It is a great experience and we are happy to watch you! We would
appreciate it if you would mark your audition sheet “Conflicts prevent me from being able to do this show,
so please do not consider me for casting”.

If you are interested in working backstage or in the tech booth, please indicate that on your audition sheet.
You may audition for a part, but you can also let us know that if you are not cast you would like to be
considered for technical work. If you would like to be considered for tech only, please come in to fill out an
audition sheet and mark as “Tech only”. You still need to be prepared to list conflicts, since we do require
techs to be at run-throughs, all tech/dress rehearsals and all performances. We also welcome any
volunteers for a myriad of other necessary projects such as set construction, painting, costume
assistance, etc., which can be covered by parents as well as youth.

Be sure to check the list of characters for the show so you may note what role you would like to audition
for. Unless you will only accept a role for a specific character or characters, please write “ANY” in the
space provided. If you list only a specific character or two, we will not consider you for another part, and
you may miss out on an opportunity to be cast.

Turn your completed sheet in to the producer or other theater volunteer, along with your picture and your
resumѐ. It is important to bring a picture if at all possible. We do not require professional headshot; a 
recent school picture is perfectly fine. If you have not appeared in any productions in the past, please
mark “NONE” in the area provided. If you have appeared in productions in the past, you may list them, but
if you have a reasonable amount of theatrical experience, it is a good idea to have a resumѐ. This would 



include your past productions, the character you played, the venue in which you performed, and you
should also include any special classes, technical work you have done and special skills (i.e. roller
skating, accents, juggling, tap dancing, etc.). Take the time to create your resumѐ! It makes it easier on 
you and easier on the theater for which you are auditioning.

If you are auditioning for a musical, please have your music ready. Your sheet music should be in the
appropriate key and the measures you will be starting and stopping marked. If you will be using an
electronic karaoke track, be sure it is queued to the appropriate start. Pick your song wisely. We think
Britney Spears is very cool, but we would rather hear something from a stage production. Pick a song that
shows off your voice, that you are comfortable singing, is theater friendly and age appropriate, and is
preferably not from the show you are auditioning for.

Monologues: All auditions require a monologue. It should be no more than 2 minutes in length, been
previously published, and be age appropriate (this is a G-rated “youth” theater). There are plenty of age
appropriate monologues available in books, through your theater classes, and online. This is your chance
to so keep your head up and project. If you need a chair for your monologue, we will have one available. If
your story requires you to move about the stage, you are welcome to do so. Just make your movements
purposeful… have a reason for the movement! Make sure that you are performing your piece for the
casting staff. Memorize and practice! We know all about those pesky nerves and it is okay if you get stuck
and need to start over. We want you to have the best audition you can.

All auditioners will sit together, as a group, front and center of the theater. Parents are permitted to watch
the auditions except when a director decides to “close” or hold individual auditions. If parents are
permitted, they will be asked to take a seat off to the side. Videotaping and photograping of auditions is
not permitted. We appreciate parents might be concerned and try to assist their auditioner with prompting
or special comments to the casting staff, but we prefer that you let them fly on their own. Rehearsals will
be closed, and if your child is cast, you will not be able to assist them through rehearsals. This is an
opportunity for them to grow as an individual. We appreciate your cooperation with this!

Please do not bring along friends unless they are planning to audition also. If you are a youth planning to
audition on the next scheduled date, you are not permitted to be in the theater to observe the first
day/night of auditions. Please come only on the day/night you plan to audition.

If you are not cast, this does not mean that you did not have a good audition. Many considerations go into
casting and sometimes there just may not be a good fit for that show. We do 5 shows each year, and we
encourage you to come back! We will let you know, at the end of auditions, when you may expect a call.
We do not call the auditioners who were not cast. If you have not received a call, please do not call the
theater office or the director to find out if you were cast. We absolutely promise that we will try every
number possible, more than once, and leave messages. Remember to fill out the audition form accurately
and return our messages, because if we cannot reach you for your acceptance, we will have to drop you.

As a final tip, to both parents and youth, when you do get that all important call offering you a role in the
play you have been dying to get into, please do not ask the producer about other auditioners or casting.
Please also do not post your casting on social media. We prefer that auditioners hear about casting
decision from us rather than a friend’s social media post. The theater will post a cast announcement on
Facebook and the website. You will learn who your castmates are soon enough, especially when you
meet everyone at the read-through!

See you at auditions, and may you “break a leg!”
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